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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946, 


1 July 1946, 


COMMISSIONER} 
Captain Joseph Tubridy, 
TRE S. S, 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1345 HOURS.) 
KARL HANS CHRISTIAN WILHELM JOEHNK; a witness, took the 
stend and testified as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Qq Will you raise your gight hand and repeat efter me: 
I swear by God,the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the 
pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
Q Will you please state your full name? 
A Karl Hans Christian Wilhelm Jobhnk, 

THE COMMISSIONER: You may sit down. 

DR. PELCKMANN; Witness Joehnk has been selected for the 
following testimony: What part did the SS play in the shooting of June 
30, 1944 and what did the SS knowm of the events that occured, 

DIRECT EXAMINATION, 


Q Since when did you belong to the SS and what wes the last rank 


that you held? 








E. NN 


A I have belonged to the SS since May 1, 1932 and to the Waffen SS 
since Merch of 1933, The last rank I helé was thet of a Hauptsturmfuhrer 
end Battallion Commander. 

Q Were you a member of the Leibstandarte? 

A Yes, 

Q Were you reauired as an 55 man or as a member of the Leibstandarte 
to give a special oath? 

A No. The first time we gave our oath on November 198h, 1953 and in 
August, 1934 at the time of the death of President Hindenburg and we then 
gave our oath to the Fuehrer in the Reichs @ancellory. 

Q The prosecution claims that the SS men gave an oath in which it 
swore absolute obedience? 

A No, when we were sworn in we gave our oath to be brave, truthful, 
loyal and to be obedient, but not to be obedient blindly. 

Q What do you know of the shooting on June 30, 1934? 

A In the matter of June 30th, 193, the Beibstandarte received an 
alert order and at the same time the guarde that we had - the guards at the 
Reiche Chancellory were increased, In the late hours of the afternoon of 
June 29th, the Leibstandarte, together with its vehicles, were assembled in 
the Anhalter Station in Berlin. During the night of the 29th to the 30th 
of June, 1934, we drove in the direction of Munich and in the early morning 
hours of June 2°%thwe were disembarked et Lechfeld due to the fact that the 
train with our vehicles did not come immediately. After we arrived we loaded 


on Reichwehr trucks and drove in a southernly direction. We arrived at Bad 


Toelz near Munich and there a carrier waited for us and he had a report for 74 
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for the Grupvenfuehrer, who st thet time was Dietrich. We then turned 
around with our vehicles in the direction of Munich. Shortly before arriv- 
ing at Munich we met another SS formation - it being probably the »olitical 
preparatory croup from Ellwangen. We then drove into Munich through the 
Priennerstrasse and passed the Braune Haus where we paraded before Hitler. 
We then continued our ride toward the Dachauerstrasse and there we left our 
vehicles, handed in our weapons and received food and went to a place to 
rest. 

Q What do you know about the fact that there were executions by the 
Leibstandarte in Munich? 

A Part of the men of the lst Platoon ef the lst Compeny had to come 
out again and receive their weapons, together with Gruppenfuehrer Dietrich 
and a few other officers of the Leibstandarte. We drove back to the Brown 
House and we waited before the Brown House when Dietrich went inside. While 
he was inside, we talked with the cther troops of other units that were 
with us. There we heard for the first time thet a "putsch" of several high 
SA leaders was planned, We also found out thet the Leibstandarte was 
supposed to go to Wiessee and there clean out the conspirators meeting 
ground, At the same time we also heard that through the influence of the 
Fuehrer the matter at Wiessee had already been taken care of, They also 
said that Dietrich now was supnosed to receive the death sentences for several 
SA leaders. After the return of Dietrich we went into the local prison Stedel- 
heim. The platoon stayed on the outside of the court yerd or jail while 


Dietrich and some of the high leaders of the division went inside, Shortly 


after thet we heard several volley, altogbéher seven. After the leaders سے‎ 
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returned, we were told thet several high SA leaders had been executed, among 
them Heines, Heidebreck and Schneithuber. We were also told by Dietrich 

that whet we had seen in the Stadelheim prison we were not supposed to reveal 
to our comrades, We return to our barracks from this Stadelheim prison 

into Dachauerstrasser. 

Q When did you personally return to Berlin end what happened after 
you returned? 

A We were loaded once again the night of June 30th and during the night 
drove back toward Berlin. We arrive in Berlin on the first of July. After I 
returned, the men who had remained behind said that a court marshall was meetig 
and some SA leaders were being sentenced to death. 

« And what did you personally do after you returned? 

A We, ourselves, found out thet in the afternoon during the night and 
the next morning further shootings were carried out. We were constantly on 
the alert in a state of alert and the guards remeined increased, 

Q What do you know concerning this meeting in Berlin? 

A We were told by the lower leaders that remained behind in Berlin 
that a court marshall was to meet under the direction of Himmler and also 
& member of the Reichsfuehrer was to partici re te in the court marshall. I 
do not know if the member of the Reichsfuehrer was a member of the Lower 
Reichsfuehrer unit or the court, 

« Could the population see the execution? 

A Yes, that would be possible that the persons living in the first 


floor of the Finkensteinallee could have seen the executions and they 


definitely could have heard the shots. 
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Q How do you know exactly that this court pavehellaid Lye out any 
sentences? 

A The lower leaders that had to carry out these executions told us. 
Shortly before the actual executions, thege sentences were read once again. 
© Were all the SA leaders who were put before this court marshall 

sentenced to death? 

A No. I know of two cases where SA leaders had been before the court 
marshall and had not been sentenced to death. I personally spoke to the two 
persons in the Prison Columbiahaus near the Tempelhof field. The first cose 
wes Stendartenfuehrer Merker and I don't remember the name of the other man. 

Q Were these measures solely against members of the SA? 

A No, before we took over the guard in the prison were were told that 
a few SS men had been executed on the order of the Reichsfuehrer SS because 
they were accused of mistreating some of the SA prisoners that had been in 
the Columbiahaus. 

« Did you have any after thoughts - any heavy thoughts - concerning 
these executione? 

A No, but we were impressed because in this case they were members 
of the old fighters and were well known officers of the last wer = men that 
were generally RA as close friends of the Fuehrer. However, we were 
soldiers, we had to obey the orders an? carry them out. We considered it 
right that these people be executed since they had acted against the leader- 


ship and ageinst the state, 
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Q Did you have any kind of doubts concerning the lawfulness of this 
execution against the SA men? 

A No, due to the speech of Hitler on July 3rd before the Reichsteg, we 
were convinced that this matter was completely justified and that everything 
had been according to’ law. 

Q Do you remember anything of that speech that impressed vou especially 
ang tended to show you that these persons were actually guilty of the offen- 
ses with which they had been charged and that they actually had carried out 
high treason? 

A I remember for instance in the speech of Hithér, he spoke of a Mr, 
von A who was supposed to have been in charge of the discussion between Schleibher 
and Roehm @n one hand end a foreign power on the other hand, also that of 
Standertenfuehrer Uhl who was supposed to kill the Fuehrer in Berlin. I 
also remember et the end of the speech, he stated that any kind of extra 
measures which had been cerrieé out should be handed to the lawful court 
for judgment, 

Q What do you mean by these measures? Do you mean measures that did 
not have anything to do with the actual over-throw of the Putsch or later 
measures which were carried out against people that were not guilty? 

A No, we did not think about that at that time. We only thought 
concerning the fact thet these sentences which we had carried out were 
handed down by special courts and the Fuehrer hed given them to the lower 


courts in order to make them official, 


Q No other questions, 
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CROSS EXAMINATION, 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 

Q How many people did you or your unit shoot in connection with this 
action of June 30, 1934? 

A I, personally, did not shoot anybody in Munich. Seven SA leaders 
were shot by members of the Leibstendarte. I do not know the number of 
members of the SA that were shot in Berlin. 

Q Do you know how meny innocent people were shot in connection with 
this action of June 30th? 

A No. 

Q You do know the nunber of innocent people who were in fact shot 
on that date? 

A I just heard it that year. 

Q Did you know of the murder of Schleicher's wife? 

A I only know that the wife of Schleicher jumoed in between when 


her husband was arrested end she was shot. 


Was she shot by an SS man? 


e» 


A I don't know. 

Q Who else was taking pert in the action other than SS men! 

A I don't know. 

Q You were in the Leibstandarte division and that was the terror 
police of the Nazi rerty end it was your job to commit murders like this. 

A That is not correct. 


Q Do you know anything of the murder of Klausen? Who murdered 


Klausen? 
A I éon't know. I hear this name for the first time. F. 
f 
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Q Are you really saying that, witness? 

A Yes. 

Q He was the director of the Ministry of Transportation and leader 
of the Catholic action. 

A I don't know of him, 

Q He was murdered on the 20th of June. 

Did you know Gregor Strasser? 

A No, 

You never heard of his name before? 

A I did hear of him especially before the rige to power of Hitler. 
From what I heard, it was rumored that after Hitler took over the reins 
of the Government, he was in charge of farming and after that he had been 
made a proffessor. I found out thst Strasser was shot afterwards, 

Q You did not know about that on June 20th? 

A No, 

Q Everyone in the foreign countries knew that, it was broadcast 
widely end published in all the pepers and it was widely known. ' Are you 
serious in saying as a member of the organization ued for these kil ings 
that you did not know of the murder of Strasser? 

A No, I did not know. 

Q When Dietrich told you outside the Stadelhein prison that you 
were not supposed to reveal to your comrades what you had seen and heerd, 
it must have been very cleer to you that you were engaged in some peculiar 


business? R 


A I don't think that was an indication it was unlawful, as we were m 
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telé nething whatever ef the actual happenings ef Jure 30th until we 
were before the Braune Haus. 

Q Dié yeu think that when Dietrich and whoever was with him were 
murdering these men in the Stadelheim prisen thatthey were justified 
in deing that? 

4 Yes, we believed that this executien was lawful especially due 
te the fact that we were teld by eur convey treops that Dietrich went 
into theBraune Haus to get theexecutien erders. 

Q Yeu would have shot anyene that Himmler todd yeu to shoot, whether 
yeu thought he was guilty or innocent, would you not? 

A Ne. | 

Q Yeu know that Himmler's orders resulted in the murder of millions 
ef people? You know that now, don't you? 

À I heard of that here. 

Q These murders were carried out by gagXex peèple lile yourself who 
were willing to obey Himmler's orders implicitjy. 

A We did not knew that. We did net murder anyone and if the decision 
had come befere us and I would have thought that the person was net guilty, 
I don't think I would have carried out the orders. That is if I had 
considered that something unlawful had been requested of me as then 1 
weuld net have carried it out, 

4 These June 30th incidents were described by Frick, Reichsminister 
ef the Interior as the first illegal actions of the party since its rise 


te power, De you agree with that? Fri ck further stated that the S5 was 


used by Himmler for this illegal actieri. Do you agree with Frick about 
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this? 
A I cannot give you an answer here. We were told it was a completely 


lawful measure, 

Q The prosecution case against the SS men states you went from murder- 
ing your fellow Germans to murdering millions of peoples in countries which 
you conquered between 1939 and 1945, What do you say ebout that? 

A I want to sey thet I heard of these alleged murders only now and 
in the four and one half years I spent on the front, I never heard of these 
murders, 

Q No more questions, 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION, 
BY DR. PELCKMANEN; 

Q Witness, do you remember from the speach of Hitler, which you de- 
scribed, or from later press dispatches, anything regarding the murder or 
killing of Mrs. Schleicher and how it was explained. 

A No. 

MR, ELWYN JONES; I suggest that if the defense counsel desires 
to bring uo the speech of Hitler and his explanation, rather than rely 
on memory as the defense has access to Hitler's speech, I suggest thet he 
put on the record Hitler's speech. I merely make this as a suggestion, 
rather than as an objection to the defense counsel's questioning. 

DR. PELCKMANN: I don't think the prosecutor recogniged my reason 
for asking this question. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The prosecutor has indicated that he is not 


going to press his reasons and the question may stand. Can we go on? 


m 
^ 


A 
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DR. PELOKMAN':; I don't want to prove that Hitler said something. 
I want to find out what the witness knows. 

MR. ELWYN JONES; I do submit that Hitler's speech thirteen days 
after these killings occured is not very helpful, but I don't teke to take 
up any more time. 

BY DR. PELOCKMANWN; 

4 Witness, you have heard my question, will you answer it. 

A I only can remember that Mrs. Schleicher jumped in between when 
her husband attempted to prevent his arrest and she wes shot in that way. 

CAPTAIS TUBEIDY:; Does the witness know this from his own 
knowledge or did someone tell him this? 

THEWWITNESS: If I remember correctly, this is either from the 
speech or from press dispatches. 

CAPTAI" TUBRIDY: He does not know of his own knowledge. 

DR. PELCKMANN: Yes it is important that the witness did not 
know things in which he did not participste in himself. 

BY DR. FELCKMANN: 

Q The reasons for these executions were published within a short time 
soon after the affair and even the next day after the executions had taken 
place in the press? Is that correct? 

A I cannot remember that exactly. We remained in our barracks until 


the speech of Hitler and we were on the alert all of the time, leaving the 


/ 


/ | 
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barracks only to go on guard, 
DR. PELCKMANN: No more questions. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness can be excused, 
(TIME - 1445 HOURS.) 
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The foregoing is a true and cocrect transcript of the testimony 





of KARL HANS CHRISTIAN WILHELM JOEHNÉK taken on 1 July, 1946, 
Reporter (Pg. 1-12) 


CERTIFIED TO; 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
JONS 3 


How many people Gid you or your unit shoot in connection with this actio 


of June 30, 1931 ? 


Ae 


shot by members of the Leibstancarte. 


I personally, did not shoot anybody in Munich. Seven SA leaders were 


I do not know the number of members of 


^ 
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the SA that were shot in Berline 


ve 


Do you know how many innocent people were shot in connection with this 


action of June 30th ? 


the 


Ae 


band 


of tha Nazi party and it was your job to commit murders like this ? 


he 


de 


P 
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NO e 


You do know the number of innocent people who were in fact shot on that 


? 


I just heard it that year, 


177/711 
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DLG know of tac mrder of 


L only know that the wife of Schleicher jumped in between 


when her huse 


was arrested and she was shote 
as sno shot by an SS man ? 
I don'ts kow 
ho else was taking part tn the action other than SS men ? 
L don't know, 
You were in the Leibstandarte division and that was the terror oolice 


This is not correct. 


Lo you know anything of the murder of Klausen ? “ho -mirdered Klausen ? 


~ 
i 


I don't know, I hear this name for the first tinue, 
Are you really saying that, witness ? 
Yes, 


dem NL mr 


Catholic action, 


Ae 





I don't know of hime 
He was murdered on the 30th of June, 
Did you know Gregor Strasser € 


NOs 


2061 
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Qe You never heard of his name before ? 


Me ehan 


H1004 - 0020 


Ae I did hear of him especially before the rise to power of Hitler. From 


wnat I heard, it was rumored that after Hitler tcok pver the reins of the 


Government, he was in charge of farming and after that ho had been made a 


rofessor. I found out that Stra- er was shot afterwards, 
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Qe You did not know avout that on June 30th © و‎ 
A & No c 


we Everyone in the foreign countries knew that, it was b 


and published in all the papers and it was widely known, Are 


in saying as a member of the organization used for these ki 


did not know of the murder of Strasser 9 
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Ge “hen Dietrich told you outside the Stadelhein prison 


roadcast widely 


lings that you 


4. 
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ring those non in th Stadelheim prison that they were just 
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Ae Yes, we belicved that this eecution w was lawful especi 
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7 - 5 
ar cousine 
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AS we wore told 


e y "tm oom P K^ 
him were murde- 


ified in doing 


ally due to the 


fact that we wero belá by our convoy troops that Dietrich went into the 


de You would have shot anyone that Himmler told c 
- : T 4 LC WOES يا‎ S ER an t j r 
thought he was SULLUY or innocent, would you nct ? 
se Noe 


de You know that Himmler's orders resulted in the murder 
people ? You know that now don't you ? 


Ae I heard of that here 


we Those murders were carried out by people like yourse 


to obey Himmlerfs orders Laplicitely, 


oy Whether you 


of millions of 


e). © © 
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Ae We did not know thate We did not murder anyone and if tho decision had 


come before us and I would have ty ht Bhat the person was 


not guilty, I don! 


t think I would have carried out the orders, That is if I had considered that 
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Something unlawful hed Deen requested ؟.0‎ me as thon I would not have carried 
it out, 


, 1 ] : 1 - pt Lips nlr aie} aini at ^ n 
‘ncidents were described by Frick} &eichsminist .r of 


Ye These Jane 30th 
the Interior «s the first illegx. actions of the party since its rise tc 
power, Yo yor agree witii that ? Frick further stated that t. c) .s asc 
by Himrler for this illegal actione Do you agree with Pri.” "ov LB 3 

A, I cannt give you an answer here, We weretold it was a completely 
lawftl measu:'e, 


Q. The Prosecution eas3 agains: the SS men states you went fron curderin 


your fellow Jeruans to mur'derinz m'.llicons of peor 


rn 
4 


conquered between 1939 anc. 1945. That do you say about that 7 

Ae I want to say that I heard of these alleged nur" urs nly nov and in 
the four anc one half year;3 I spent on the front, I mever heard of thes 
murders e 


Q. No more questions. 


BY DR. FHLCKMANN: 
Qe Witness, do you remember from the speach of nitler, which you /scori- 
bed or from later presscisgpatches, anything regarding the murlr c^ illins 
of Mrs, Schleicher anc how it was explainec, 
Ae Nee 

MRe ELWYN JONES: I s:tggest that if the defense counsel desires to br: 
up the speech of Hitler and nis explanaticn, rather tt rely on merry 28s 
defense has access to Hitler's speech, I suggest that no cut on the recor 
Hitler's speeche I merely make this as a Suggestion, ratisr than as an ob- 
jection to the defense counsel's questioning, 

DR. PELCKWANNe I don't think the prosecutcr recognized "y 3529! ij 
asking this question, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY The prosecutor has indicated that he is: ‘sine t 
[rcss kis reasons and the question may stand, Cun 


DE. PHELCKMANNs I don't want to prove that Hitler sai: 


* . 
"| å D 


H1004 — 0021 


to find ovt what the witness knows, 
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«RH. ELWYN JONES: I do submit that Hitler's speech thirteen days after 

these killings occured is not very helpful, but I don't want to take up 

any more time, 

BY DR, PELCKMANNs 

Qe Wit css you have heard my question, will you answer it. 
Ae I only can remember that Mrs, Sch%eicher jumped in between when her 
husband attempted to prevent his arrest and she was shot in thet way 
CAPTAIN TJUBRIDYs Does the wibness know this from his own knowl edge 


se 


írom observation or did someone tell him this 


m 


BOS? Jf I renember correctly, this is either from the Spesch or 


TUBRIDY: He does not know of this own knowledge‏ للها هنا 


e 


Dk; IFLOI ANN: Yas it is important that the witness did not know things 
in which he 03.0 not partiriprate in himself, 
BY DR. PS LUMA 

Qe Dhe veasous Sor thas: executions were published within a short time 
Soon arter the Efer and even the next day after the executions had taken 

Ae . Cannot remomber taet exactly, 4e remained in our barracks until the 
Speech of Hitler and we were on the alert all of the time, leaving the bar- 


racks only to go on guard, 


T VT Tg ^ AT هبه کا‎ y r^ a سم‎ 3 M4 y" c 
Di, rZLCK ANNe No more quasvtlonse 
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